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 Standards – pros and cons 

 Unsubscribe to keep spam under 

some control 

 Easily transfer files/photos from 

android to Windows 10 computers 

 Emojis for your computer 

 Save your desktop 

 Minimize system slowdowns 

 Can you make your computer 

faster? 

 

 

WHY & WHEN DO WE NEED 
STANDARDIZATION 

 

Back in the days of Daniel Boone, 

every rifle was hand build, as was 

pretty much everything else.  If a part 

broke, you didn’t just go to a shop – or 

online – for a replacement.  Henry 

Ford changed all of that with the 

production line, which started the 

standardization of parts, although that 

was probably not a term used then. 

 

Let’s fast-forward to the computer 

age.  Initially, every computer was 

hand-crafted and each program 

custom written.   

 

Then came the personal computer.  

Whether manufactured by Apple, 

Commodore, IBM, or otherwise, you 

could buy software for that computer’s 

operating system, but each program 

had to include its own “drivers” for 

printers, video adapters, and so forth.   

 

Moreover, every program had a 

completely different menu structure.  

Operations that we now take for 

granted, such as saving and printing 

were entirely different for each 

program. 

 

Then, starting with the first Macintosh 

computer and quickly followed by 

Windows, both menus and drivers 

became standardized.  If you bought a 

program, the menu looked basically 

the same for all programs, although 

there were additional menu items 

specific to what that program did.   

 

On the software side, programmers 

didn’t need to write instructions 

(drivers) for each different printer on 

the market, giving them more freedom 

to concentrate on what the program 

did. 

 

On the User side, we had consistency 

in the menus – all programs had 

variations of the same menu.  We 

didn’t need to worry about if a 

program would work with your 

printer, video or sound card.  All of 

that is installed with the OS.  If you 

upgraded your computer to a newer 

OS, you just installed the drivers for 

that peripheral (device) and it worked 

for all programs, because the OS 

handled everything. 

 

So, just how good were the simple 

good-old-days of DOS, the Apple II, 

and Commodore computers? Having 

started in computers back then, 

computers were just not as easy as 

they are now, even though current 

computers are far more complex and 

powerful.  They are easier than the 

early OS’s because of standardization. 

 

Standards have their limits, though.  

As an example you can probably 

relate to - both men’s’ and women’s’ 

shoes of the same size, say a 9E are 

not consistent from manufacturer to 

manufacturer, and often not even 

between different models of shoes 

from the same mfr.  This is because 

shoe companies, such as Nike, 

Florsheim, and so forth, use different 

“lasts” or models that approximate a 

foot.  This means that a shoe size is 

only a general semi-standard and not a 

true standard.  Because, however, 

people have a bazillion different 

shapes and sizes of feet, this variation 

is a good thing.  After a while, you get 

to know which shoe brands fit your 

feet the best. 

 

So, standardization is generally a very 

good thing, -but not always.  When a 

firm comes out with a new product, in 

the good-old-days we took the time to 

learn how to use it, and enjoyed 

learning about the product.  Now, we 

expect everything to be so intuitive 

that you just turn it on and it beams 

instructions to your brain.  Maybe, just 

maybe, selectively going back to the 

part of the good-old-days when we 

enjoyed learning about something we 

just acquired is a good thing.   

 
 

UNSUBSCRIBE! 
UNSUBSCRIBE! 
UNSUBSCRIBE! 

 

I see far too many of my clients’ email 

programs loaded up with junk emails, 

many of which are from legitimate 

companies or organizations.  They 

may have decided (or forgotten) to 

uncheck the box to receive emails 

from a firm, or maybe just no longer 

really are interested in these messages.  

In either case, their inbox is something 

from Stephen King – a nightmare. 

 

The solution is really very simple.  

Whenever you get an email from a 

firm and you don’t want to get them 

anymore, go to the bottom of the 

message, look for unsubscribe and 

click on it.  Almost all legitimate 

online vendors and organizations put 

an unsubscribe link at the bottom of 

their emails, both to keep from getting 

a bad reputation and for your use.  

Sometimes the unsubscribe link is 

itsy, teeny, weenie in size, but it is 

usually there.  If you take a minute or 

so a day to unsubscribe to emails, it 

will immensely reduce the clutter in 

your inbox. 

 

Then there is unwanted spam that not 

only doesn’t have unsubscribe links, 

but may actually be dangerous to look 

at.  To take care of this type of spam 

you need a good spam filter.  Read 

previous editions of this newsletter for 

several pieces about spam filtering 

software.  The easy way to do this is 

to bring up my website – 

www.coastalcomputercare.com - , 

scroll down the left panel to 

Newsletters, and you will find them all 

mailto:phil@coastalcomputercare.com
http://www.coastalcomputercare.com/
http://www.coastalcomputercare.com/


there, from issue #1.  Well, sometimes 

the most recent issues have not yet 

been posted, so I’m usually a month or 

three behind there. 

 

 

COPY FILES/PHOTOS FROM 
ANDROID TO PC EASILY 

 

I really like my android phone 

although there is one issue that drives 

me nuts - transferring photos and other 

files.  I have resorted to just clicking 

“share” and emailing photos to one of 

my email accounts, as a way to get the 

photo onto my computer. 

 

That has all changed with the recent 

release of Microsoft Phone 

Companion for Windows 10, a free 

app for.  Just open the app on your 

Win10 computer, plug a USB cable 

into your phone, and transferring files 

and photos is a snap.  To get the app, 

click on this link:  

https://www.microsoft.com/en-

us/store/p/microsoft-phone-

companion/9wzdncrfj3pm  

 
 

EMOJIS FOR YOUR EMAIL 
 

Most of the programs that offer to put 

emojis into your email turn out to be a 

nuisance or worse.  But there is an 

easy – well, sort of easy - way to put 

emojis into your email, or any 

document for that matter. 

 

Just do a search on google or Bing for 

“emojis” and then click the images 

option and you will see a bazillion 

emojis, most of which you can copy 

and resize to fit into whatever you are 

writing. 

 

 
 

 

SAVE YOUR DESKTOP 
LAYOUT 

 

Have you ever found that your nicely 

organized desktop layout has been 

replaced with all of the desktop items 

stacked randomly on the left of the 

screen?  It seems that, occasionally, 

desktops auto-arrange.   

 

The easy solution to this is to 

download and use a great little free 

utility named DesktopOK.   This 

utility remembers your desktop layout 

and by bringing it up, you can restore 

your desktop to the way it was, 

quickly and with two mouse clicks. 

 

DesktopOK has many options, 

although the defaults are fine, as they 

include automatically updating/saving 

your current desktop layout every 

hour. 

I recently woke up and found 

everything on both of my monitors 

stacked on the left of each monitor.  I 

opened DesktopOK, clicked on 

Restore, and instantly (well – it took 

perhaps a second) my desktop was 

restored. 

 

If you think this may help you, you 

dan download DesktopOK from 

http://www.softwareok.com/?Downlo

ad=DesktopOK – OR, you can just do 

a search for DesktopOK and download 

it from MajorGeeks, CNET, or other 

similar locations. 

 

 

MINIMIZING SYSTEM 
SLOWDOWNS 

 

Sometimes, particularly on older 

computers, the system seems to 

occasionally just stop for a while, and 

then it comes back chugging along on 

its’ merry way.  Often this is because 

of what is termed a rogue process that 

takes over your processor until it 

completes its’ task.  These are not 

necessarily bad programs, just 

misbehaving. 

 

Process Lasso is a free program that 

can help with this and is worth a try.  

Process Lasso runs in the background 

and when it finds a program that is 

grinding your system to a halt, it 

reduces the priority level of that 

process, keeping your system running 

somewhat more smoothly. 

 

You can download Process Lasso 

from https://bitsum.com . When 

downloading Process Lasso, be sure to 

download the right version for your 

computer, which is either 32-bit or 64-

bit.  To quickly find out whether your 

computer is 32-bit or 64-bit in 

Windows Vista, 8, 8.1 and 10: 

 

1. Press and Hold the Windows 

Key and the Pause key 

 

2. In the System window, next 

to System type it will list 32-bit 

Operating System for a 32-bit 

version of Windows, and 64-bit 

Operating System if you're 

running the 64-bit version. Here is 

a picture and an example of this 

window. 

 
 

 
 

CAN YOU MAKE YOUR 
COMPUTER FASTER? 

 

For all practical purposes, the only 

way to make your computer faster 

than stock without changing the 

hardware (CPU, etc) is overclocking – 

making the processor work faster than 

it came from the factory.  This is 

rarely an option on commercially 

made computers; mostly only on 

custom made computers. 

 

However, if you want to see a real, 

noticeable, speed increase on any 

computer built in the last few years, 

you can replace your hard drive with 

an SSD (Solid State Drive) by cloning 

the hard drive to the SSD. 

 

If your computer is slowing down 

from its’ original 

 

 
This newsletter is a service to clients of Coastal 

Computer Care.  Please remember us when you 

need professional computer support or tutoring.  

If you are not currently a client but wish to 

receive this free newsletter, send me a request 
via email and I’ll be happy add you to the 

distribution list 

 
Disclaimer:  Coastal Computer Care presents 

information in this newsletter as a courtesy.  

The recommendations are made in good faith 
and are believed to be reliable and safe. CCC 

cannot, however, foresee every possibility and 

assumes no responsibility for any problems that 
may be encountered as a consequence of the 

recommendations.  Always backup your 

computer and make sure that System Restore is 
set to On. 
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